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BUDDHIST STUPA OR INDUS TEMPLE? Tl e I T T & (7
MOMEN]O DARO, PAKISTAN—  tures. Based on preli s . Jty & (TR
5 G prefliminary exca- (mm F ﬁ:‘ﬂT] geT: e
On the highest mound here rises  vation of the mound, he even the- T Ty S Fr =
a ruined dome—the most dra- orizes that the ariginal structure i:m. ® wwin (3afm
matic steucture in the center of  may have been a series of plat- il m“ﬁ: I <&ar g) (s
the largest Indus city, set in a lorms, perhaps similar to the Ur ) i TEY TE ¥
courtyard once surrounded by ziggurat in Mesopotamia built Fedq FIT (& FIT) A AT FEF T
buildings. But since the 1920s, around 2100 B.C., near the =@ T FEE | fafgam: eg:  Tonfim Foa
archaeclogists have considered height of Indus urban life, Such Wi vy (gAR) A_w
the dome to be a much later platforms were camman from ﬁ-tll qraE mﬂﬂ' FEN m A WATEFT "} 1
Buddhist stupa ringed by cells of  Mesopotamia to Turkmenistan Se— 1
monks, built using Indus bricks during that era, but none have
2 millennia after the city’s been clearly identilied in the
demise. Mow, University of Indus region.
Naples archaeologist Giovanni Other schalars are wary of

Verardi says that this magnilicent  the ziggurat idea bul agree that
strocture may actually be a mon- the evidence supponting a stupa
ument from Indus times. If he’s is slim. “I"'m quite sure Verardi

right, it will force Indus scholars is right,” says Michael Jansen of
to rethink the religious and polit- RWTH Aachen University in Ger-

ical nature ol the civilization, many, who has worked here lor

long thought 1o lack grand tem- years. “We did a very careful

ples and palaces (see main text). survey of the area around the
The original excavators citadel and found not a single

assumed the dome was Buddhist Kushan shard.” Jansen also
in large part because buried coins  notes that Buddhist monks' cells

datimg to the Kushan Empire of of that period are not usually
the 2nd and 3rd century CE. were  arranged around a stupa.
found at the site. They did note “What's needed now is careful
that the stupa was not aligned in restudy,” says Jansen, who
typical fashion, that the plinth hopes to excavate at the site.
was of unusual height, and that Alter 2 decades, restoration
certain pottery shards predated work has al last stabilized the
the Kushan. Verardi, who carefully  crumbling brick, and officials
examined both the site and the plan to reopen excavations (see
ariginal archaeological reperts, P. 12840, "I it is indeed

argues that the coins likely were [indus], then this will turn our
buried later and therelore are of interpretations upside down.”
little value in dating the struc- =-A.L
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2) Medhankara Buddha (ff Yrh dcx)
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8) Revata Buddha @TJI?T )
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10) Anomadassi Buddha (@I:nw )
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12) Narada Buddha (1R¢ dx)
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16) Piyadassi Buddha m &)
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27) Kassapa Buddha (@Y d&)
28) Gotama Buddha ( Mad 9IeX)
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